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Sntrobuctton 


It  is  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction  that  we 
present  this  history  of  Upper  Milford  Mennonite  Church  to  you. 
Knowing  the  history  of  our  church  is  sure  to  give  us  an  appreciation 
of  our  heritage;  it  also  gives  a sense  of  direction  as  the  church  en- 
deavors to  live  and  give  its  witness  in  today's  world. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  those  who  helped  make  this  pub- 
lication possible: 

Pastor  David  W.  Bartow  and  Mr.  Harold  P.  Bloch  who 
compiled  and  wrote  the  history  — 

Mr.  Norman  S.  Schantz,  whose  vast  knowledge  of  the  his- 
tory of  Upper  Milford  was  most  helpful  and  always  appre- 
ciated — 


Members,  former  members,  and  friends  of  the  congregation 
who  provided  photographs  and  various  items  of  historical 
data  — 


And  Mr.  Robert  Peters  (artist,  sculptor,  and  member  of 
Solomon’s  United  Church  of  Christ,  Macungie,  Pa.)  for  the 
cover  sketch. 


The  Publication  Committee 

Harold  P.  Bloch 
David  W.  Bartow 
Donald  Rosenberger 


The  Anniversary  Committee 

David  W.  Bartow 
Harold  P.  Bloch 
Marjorie  Geissinger 
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THEIR  ORIGIN 

The  Mennonites  had  their  origin  in  Switzerland  in  1525.  As 
the  third  wing  of  the  Protestant  Reformation,  they  advocated  free- 
dom of  conscience,  insisting  that  no  government  had  the  right  to 
determine  the  religion  of  its  subjects.  They  administered  baptism 
only  to  those  who  voluntarily  asked  for  it  following  their  declaration 
of  faith. 

Their  members  pledged  themselves  to  a radical  Christian  dis- 
cipleship,  which  included  a renunciation  of  violence  and  warfare. 
This  brought  them  into  conflict  with  both  church  and  state  and  led 
thousands  of  them  to  a martyr’s  death. 

In  spite  of  persecution  the  movement  spread  into  Germany,  the 
Low  Countries,  Austria,  and  other  places.  They  had  set  in  motion 
the  concept  of  religious  freedom,  which  is  now  widely  accepted. 

The  name  “Mennonite”  comes  from  Menno  Simons  (1496-1561), 
their  leader  in  northern  Europe,  who  had  as  his  motto  I Corinthians 
3:11,  which  continues  to  be  a favorite  text  of  the  Mennonites,  “For 
other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ”. 

ARRIVAL  IN  AMERICA 

The  first  permanent  settlement  of  Mennonites  in  America  began 
with  the  arrival  in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania  in  1683.  In  German- 
town were  held  the  first  regular  Mennonite  services  in  America  and 
in  1708  the  first  Mennonite  meetinghouse  in  America  was  built. 

As  immigrants  arrived  after  1683,  they  tended  to  use  German- 
town as  a stopping  place  before  moving  on  to  unsettled  areas.  Many 
moved  westward  to  what  is  now  Lancaster  County.  Still  others 
moved  northward  settling  in  Skippack,  Bally,  and  eventually  reach- 
ing Upper  Milford  Township  which  at  that  time  was  part  of  Bucks 
County.  Here  these  settlers  organized  the  Upper  Milford  Menno- 
nite Church. 

Upper  Milford  Mennonite  Church  is  an  historic  church  whose 
beginning  goes  back  to  the  Germantown  settlement.  Here  then  is 
the  history  of  Upper  Milford,  the  record  of  the  men  and  women 
who  served  God  and  community  for  236  years. 
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Jfranconta  Conference  gears 

(From  the  Beginning  to  1847) 

BEGINNINGS 

The  Mennonites  who  moved  to  the  north  of  Germantown 
settled  in  three  main  areas.  These  were  Skippack,  Swamp  and  Deep 
Run.  From  these  areas  they  branched  out  and  established  other 
congregations.  Upper  Milford  Mennonite  Church  is  an  extension 
of  the  Swamp  settlement. 

According  to  tradition  Upper  Milford  was  founded  and  organ- 
ized prior  to  1740  and  perhaps  as  early  as  1735.  It  is  known  that 
Mennonite  settlers  reached  the  area  well  before  1735.  The  congrega- 
tion has  taken  the  year  1740  as  its  beginning  date.  Some  of  the  first 
members  were  Heinrich  Schleifer,  Johannes  Schantz,  Ulrich  Basler, 
Conrad  Stamm,  David  Jansen,  Johannes  Mayer,  Benjamin  Mayer, 
Samuel  Mayer,  Conrad  Mayer,  Michael  Mayer,  Heinrich  Mayer, 
Johannes  Gehman,  Johannes  Stahl,  Jacob  Weiss,  Jacob  Hiestand, 
Abraham  Hiestand,  Daniel  Stauffer,  Johannes  Stauffer,  Daniel 
Kreter,  Jacob  Schantz. 

Those  Mennonites  who  settled  here  in  the  1700’s  came  to 
America  because  of  religious  intolerance  and  political  unrest  in 
Europe  especiallv  in  the  Palatinate.  Their  desire  was  to  be  free 
from  political  and  religious  pressures.  It  was  common  for  them  to 
give  their  homes  special  names  in  appreciation  and  thanksgiving. 
John  Hiestand,  one  of  Upper  Milford’s  original  members,  called  his 
home  “Hiestand’s  Delight.”  This  name  appears  on  the  original 
deed.  Many  families  also  had  a “house  motto.”  This  was  a fraktured 
wall  plaque  in  the  form  of  a German  poem. 

On  February  10,  1772  John  Schantz  and  Benjamin  Moyer,  trus- 
tees of  the  Upper  Milford  Congregation,  bought  from  Henry  Schlei- 
fer one-half  acre  of  ground.  A Church  had  been  erected  on  this 
ground  many  years  before  and  there  was  also  a burying  ground 
there.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  church  had  been  built  long 
before  the  congregation  had  clear  title  to  the  land. 

It  is  believed  that  the  first  meeting  house  was  probably  built 
around  1735-1740.  Little  is  known  about  it  except  that  it  was  made 
of  logs  and  divided  into  two  parts,  one  for  church  services  and  the 
other  for  conducting  school.  According  to  A History  of  Lehigh 
County,  Pennstflvania,  “The  Mennonites  opened  a school  in  Upper 
Milford,  near  Zionsville  between  1735  and  1749.”  Prior  to  the  build- 
ing of  this  meeting  house  it  is  almost  certain  that  services  were  held 
in  the  homes  of  members. 
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FRANCONIA  CONFERENCE 


Early  in  its  existence  Upper  Milford  became  part  of  the  Fran- 
conia Conference.  Just  when  the  Franconia  Conference  was  organ- 
ized is  not  known.  In  1725  ministers  from  the  Franconia  area  and 
from  Lancaster  met  at  a special  conference  that  adopted  the  Dord- 
recht Confession  of  Faith.  However,  this  was  not  the  beginning  of 
organized  district  conferences.  It  is  believed  that  the  Franconia 
Conference  was  organized  around  1750.  It  is  known  that  there  was 
a conference  meeting  in  1769.  It  is  also  known  that  there  were 
semiannual  meetings  at  Franconia  from  1806  on. 

These  semiannual  meetings  were  for  bishops,  ministers  and 
deacons.  A bishop  was  a “confirmed”  minister  (called  “full”  minis- 
ter in  Pennsylvania  Dutch).  He  was  the  chief  pastor  of  one  ot 
more  congregations  and  had  full  power  to  marry,  baptize  and  ad- 
minister communion.  A minister  was  a teacher  of  God’s  Word  and 
an  assistant  pastor  to  the  congregation.  A deacon  had  charge  of 
administering  the  alms  of  the  church  and  shared  in  church  Govern- 
ment. Discipline  was  in  the  hands  of  the  bishop  and  deacons. 
Deacons  always  read  the  scripture  lesson. 

A letter  from  1773  has  a list  of  the  bishop  districts  of  the  Fran- 
conia Conference  at  that  time.  In  the  Swamp  Bishop  District  it 
lists  East  Swamp,  West  Swamp,  Upper  Milford,  Saucon,  Spring- 
field,  and  Flatland.  Those  known  to  have  served  as  bishops  in  the 
Swamp  District  are  Valentine  Clemmer,  Jacob  Meyer  who  was  at 
the  Saucon  Church  and  was  ordained  bishop  in  1763,  Samuel  Mus- 
selrnan  who  was  at  the  Springfield  Church,  and  Jacob  Y.  Moyer  who 
was  also  at  Springfield.  A Philip  Geissinger  was  ordained  bishop 
between  1773  and  1778  but  his  bishop  district  is  unknown.  Because 
the  Geissingers  settled  in  this  area,  it  is  conjectured  that  he  served 
the  Swamp  Bishop  District. 

MINISTERS  AND  DEACONS 

According  to  tradition  Michael  Holtzhausen  was  the  first 
minister  at  Upper  Milford  and  he  served  the  congregation  “for 
years.”  He  is  not  mentioned  in  the  1773  list  nor  is  his  successor 
John  (Hans)  Gehman. 

John  (Hans)  Gehman  (February  12,  1741  - December  23,  1806) 
served  the  Church  many  years.  He  is  the  first  one  that  we  are  sure 
served  the  congregation  as  minister.  He  probably  began  his  minis- 
try sometime  after  1773.  After  his  death  the  church  was  probably 
without  a minister  for  several  years. 

John  Gehman  (March  22,  1771  - July  31,  1848)  was  a son  of 
John  (Hans)  Gehman.  He  was  ordained  around  1813  and  served 
the  church  about  35  years. 

John  Schantz  (December  19,  1774  - January  8,  1855)  was  called 
to  the  ministrv  about  1828.  He  served  the  church  about  27  years. 
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Joseph  Schantz  (October  16,  1813  - June  23,  1881)  was  a son 
of  John  Schantz.  He  was  ordained  by  the  Franconia  Conference 
in  july,  1844.  When  John  Oberholtzer  left  the  Franconia  Confer- 
ence in  1847,  Joseph  Schantz  sided  with  him  and  was  able  to  lead 
Upper  Milford  into  the  new  conference.  Joseph  Schantz  was  the 
last  minister  at  Upper  Milford  to  be  ordained  by  the  Franconia  Con- 
ference. 

During  this  period  of  history  ministers  in  the  Franconia  Con- 
ference were  chosen  by  a combination  of  election  and  lot.  Names 
of  qualified  men  were  submitted  by  the  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion. If  more  than  one  name  was  submitted  (which  was  always 
the  case),  then  the  lot  was  used  to  pick  one  of  them.  All  of  the 
above  ministers  were  chosen  by  this  process  and  served  the  congre- 
gation without  sajary. 

Deacons  were  elected  and  ordained  for  life  at  that  time.  As 
far  as  can  be  determined,  those  who  served  as  deacons  during  these 
years  were  Ulrich  Basler,  Abraham  Hiestand,  Philip  Geissinger, 
Samuel  Kauffman  and  Henry  O.  Stauffer  with  each  being  elected 
after  the  death  of  his  predecessor. 

LATER  DEVELOPMENTS 

When  the  American  Revolution  broke  out,  the  peace  principles 
of  the  Mennonites  in  Southeastern  Pennsylvania  were  tested. 
Mennonites  along  with  Quakers  petitioned  the  Pennsylvania  author- 
ities to  be  excused  from  drilling  with  the  militia.  Although  patriotic 
groups  placed  flags  at  many  of  our  Revolutionary  War  ancestors’ 
graves  to  mark  their  membership  in  the  militia,  the  fact  is  that  most 
of  them  paid  heavy  fines  rather  than  join  the  army. 

In  the  spring  of  1777  Pennsylvania  passed  an  act  requiring:  all 
persons  to  make  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  rebelling 
authorities.  Mennonites,  Moravians,  Schwenkfelders  and  others 
were  opposed  to  such  an  oath.  Some  Mennonites  were  persecuted 
for  failure  to  make  such  an  affirmation.  In  Saucon  twelve  Menno- 
nite  men  were  arrested  in  July,  1778  and  imprisoned  in  Easton. 
Their  property  was  sold  at  public  auction.  Later  the  government 
did  make  some  restitution  for  this  act.  One  of  these  men  was 
Abraham  Geissinger.  His  son  Philip  moved  to  Upper  Milford  in 
1805.  The  Geissingers  of  our  congregation  are  his  descendants. 

During  this  period  more  land  was  bought  for  the  church  and 
the  log  meeting  house  was  eventually  replaced.  In  1795  trustees 
Ulrich  Basler  and  Abraham  Schantz  purchased  thirty-nine  perches 
( one  hundred  sixty  perches  equal  one  acre ) of  land  from  Conrad 
Moyer  for  additional  burial  ground.  In  1816  a stone  building  was 
erected  in  place  of  the  original  log  meeting  house.  William  Moyer 
was  chosen  to  oversee  this  work.  Like  the  log  building  before  it. 
the  stone  building  was  also  divided  into  two  parts  for  worship  and 
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school.  In  1830  trustees  Jacob  S.  Moyer  and  Daniel  Schantz  bought 
one  acre  and  ninety  perches  from  Conrad  Moyer,  Jr.  to  enlarge  the 
church  yard.  In  1843  the  stone  building  was  remodeled.  Abraham 
Geissinger  and  David  Gehman  were  chosen  as  overseers  for  the 
project.  The  project  included  building  the  walls  higher  and  adding 
new  roof,  rafters,  joists,  floor,  windows,  doors  and  seats.  This  cost 
the  congregation  $597.68  and  enabled  the  building  to  serve  them 
until  1876. 


SECOND  CHURCH  BUILDING 

No  photo  was  taken  of  the  first  log  church  building.  This 
photo  shows  the  second  church  built  in  1816  and  renovated 
in  1843. 

In  1799  Upper  Milford  entered  into  a venture  with  the  Lutheran 
and  Reformed  churches  that  began  a spirit  of  cooperation  that 
exists  to  this  day.  The  story  begins  in  1735  when  the  Lutherans 
erected  a log  school  building  in  Dillingersville.  When  the  building 
became  dilapidated,  the  Lutheran  congregation  did  not  have  the 
means  to  fix  it  up  and  run  it  themselves.  On  February  21,  1799  com- 
munity residents  of  Lutheran,  Reformed  and  Mennonjte  persuasions 
gathered  together  for  discussion  about  the  school.  They  entered 
into  an  association  to  run  the  school  together.  The  arrangement  that 
was  drawn  up  served  to  operate  the  school  until  1844  when  the 
public  school  system  was  formed  and  the  building  rented  to  it.  The 
story  of  this  association  is  told  in  the  book  The  Schoolhouse  Near 
the  Old  Spring. 
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DILLINGERSVILLE  SCHOOL 

Originally  built  in  1735,  rebuilt  in  1885,  it  was  a church  school 
for  three  denominations:  Lutheran,  Reformed,  and  Mennonite 
faiths  who  settled  in  the  area.  In  1799  Upper  Milford  entered 
into  this  venture  that  began  a spirit  of  cooperation  that  exists 
to  this  day. 

There  is  an  interesting  sidelight  to  the  history  of  Upper  Milford 
Mennonite  Church  during  these  years.  When  the  congregation  was 
organized  it  was  in  Bucks  County  which  at  that  time  stretched  to 
the  Blue  Mountains  to  the  north  of  the  church.  In  1752  the  upper 
part  of  Bucks  County  was  organized  into  Northampton  County. 
Upper  Milford  was  in  the  southern  part  of  this  new  county.  Then 
in  1812  Northampton  was  divided  and  the  western  part  organized 
into  Lehigh  County.  Upper  Milford  Mennonite  Church  has  been 
in  three  counties  without  once  changing  its  name  or  location. 

This  era  of  the  churches  history  ends  in  1847.  In  that  year  at 
the  Franconia  Conference,  John  Oberholtzer  a minister  in  the 
Swamp  charge  walked  out  when  he  was  not  allowed  to  read  a 
constitution  that  he  wanted  to  see  adopted.  He  and  his  supporters 
organized  what  became  the  Eastern  District  Conference.  All  of  the 
churches  in  the  Swamp  Bishop  District  joined  this  new  conference. 
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Cra  of  Change 

(1847-1905) 

CHRONICLE  OF  CHANGES 

When  Upper  Milford  left  Franconia  Conference  and  joined  the 
newly  organized  East  Pennsylvania  Conference,  there  was  little 
practical  change  for  a number  of  years.  Dress  was  still  simple  and 
women  still  wore  prayer  coverings.  Ministers  were  still  ordained 
by  lot.  Two  or  more  were  ordained  by  lot  at  Upper  Milford:  William 
Gehman  in  1849  and  Uriah  S.  Schelly  in  1874. 

Change  did  come,  however,  and  the  three  most  serious  changes 
from  the  viewpoint  of  Franconia  Conference  were  1 ) the  willingness 
to  go  to  court  of  law  if  necessary,  2 ) toleration  of  Mennonites  hold- 
ing membership  in  lodges  and  3)  the  weak  position  with  regard  to 
Mennonites  who  fought  in  wars.  The  Oberholtzer  Conference  did 
face  the  question  of  what  to  do  about  its  members  who  took  up 
arms  during  the  Civil  War  (1861-1865).  The  conference  decided 
that  it  was  "best  to  refrain  from  action  at  this  date.”  The  matter 
was  left  to  the  congregations  involved. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  new  conferences  pioneered  in  several 
areas  where  Franconia  later  followed  suit.  These  were  Sunday 
School  work,  publication  and  education,  and  missions  and  charities. 

The  first  major  change  was  the  organization  of  a Sunday  School. 
This  took  place  sometime  prior  to  1860.  The  actual  date  is  uncertain. 
Dr.  Allen  S.  Shimer  wrote  a history  of  his  mother’s  family  (they 
were  Mennonites)  and  in  it  states  that  a Sunday  School  existed  in 
1853.  Henry  Geissinger,  John  Geissinger  and  Menno  Geissinger 
who  attended  the  Sunday  School  from  its  beginning  said  that  it 
began  in  1857  ur  1858.  It  is  possible  that  Sunday  School  meetings 
were  held  as  early  as  1853,  but  not  on  a regular  basis  until  1857 
or  1858  due  to  opposition.  ( For  more  history  on  the  Sunday  School 
see  Norman  Schantzs  book  published  in  1960.) 

SPLIT  OCCURS 

In  1857  a split  occured  at  Upper  Milford.  William  Gehman, 
the  assistant  minister,  and  others  wished  to  hold  regular  prayer 
meetings.  In  May  of  1853  the  bishops  of  the  East  Pennsylvania 
Conference  granted  permission  for  these  meetings  to  continue.  In 
1856  prayer  meetings  again  came  up  for  discussion.  Certain  mis- 
understandings had  developed  since  1853.  This  time  the  bishops 
decided  that  prayer  meetings  would  no  longer  be  allowed.  William 
Gehman  refused  to  accent  this  decision  and  continued  to  hold 
prayer  meetings.  In  1857  he  and  twenty-three  others  organized 
a church  in  Zionsville  under  the  name  Evangelical  Mennonite.  In 
1879  they  combined  with  the  United  Mennonites  of  Indiana,  Ohio 
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and  Ontario,  Canada.  The  new  group  called  itself  Evangelical 
United  Mennonite  and  nine  congregations  in  the  east  made  up  the 
Pennsylvania  Conference.  In  1883  the  Evangelical  United  Mennon- 
ites merged  with  some  Brethren  in  Christ  and  formed  the  Mennonite 
Brethren  in  Christ  Church.  In  1947  all  of  the  conferences  except 
the  Pennsylvania  Conference  adopted  the  name  United  Missionary 
Church.  In  1952  the  Pennsylvania  Conference  (still  called  Mennon- 
ite Brethren  in  Christ)  separated  from  the  United  Missionary 
Church.  In  1959  they  changed  their  name  to  Bible  Fellowship 
Church. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE  ORGANIZED 

In  1860  the  General  Conference  Mennonite  Church  of  North 
America  was  organized  at  West  Point,  Iowa.  John  Oberholtzer  was 
one  of  those  who  helped  to  establish  it.  The  East  Pennsylvania 
Conference  of  Mennonites  became  the  Eastern  District  of  the  new 
group.  According  to  S.  F.  Pannabecker’s  work  Open  Doors : A 
History  of  the  General  Conference  Mennonite  Church  Upper  Mil- 
ford joined  the  General  Conference  in  1869. 

NEW  BUILDING  BUILT 

The  stone  building  that  had  been  erected  in  1816  and  renovated 
in  1843  became  dilapidated  again.  In  1875  the  congregation  resolved 
to  build  a new  meeting  house  and  elected  Abraham  Geissinger, 
Peter  S.  Moyer  and  Abraham  B.  Hiestand  to  oversee  the  work.  They 
also  chose  Henry  G.  Schantz,  Henry  N.  Schelly  and  Jonas  Hiestand 
to  assist  them  and  Samuel  Stauffer  to  be  secretary-treasurer  for  the 
project.  Since  it  seemed  suitable  to  build  the  new  structure  on 
higher  ground,  thirty-one  perches  of  land  were  bought  from  Abra- 
ham Geissinger.  The  plan  called  for  a building  40"  x 60’  with  a 
basement,  audience  room  and  gallery.  Work  was  begun  in  the 
spring  of  1876.  The  basement  was  used  that  fall  and  the  entire 
building  was  dedicated  in  April,  1877.  The  building  cost  $6,718.83. 
This  does  not  include  hauling  and  labor  done  by  members  and  free 
will  offerings  to  pay  for  having  the  bricks  hauled.  This  building 
serves  the  congregation  today. 

The  building  had  some  features  that  were  new  for  Mennonites. 
It  had  an  extra  wide  cornish  and  a raised  platform  for  a pipe 
organ.  However,  when  William  G.  Moyer  bought  a bell  and 
donated  it  to  the  congregation  the  brothers  and  sisters  thought  it 
was  too  modern  and  did  not  accept  it.  William  then  erected  the  bell 
on  his  farm  and  rang  it  on  Sunday  morning  before  going  to  church. 
He  later  donated  to  the  church  a two  manual  Estey  Organ  that 
cost  $525.00. 
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THIRD  CHURCH  BUILDING 

Work  began  in  the  spring  of  1876  on  the  third  church  building 
which  still  serves  the  congregation  today.  This  photo  was  taken 
in  1909. 


SALARIED  PASTOR  BEGINS 


Joseph  Schantz  died  in  1881  leaving  the  church  without  a 
pastor.  At  this  point  the  church  took  a new  step  and  called  Carl 
H.  A.  Van  der  Smissen  to  be  its  pastor.  This  was  the  first  minister 
to  be  called  from  outside  the  membership  and  the  first  one  to 
receive  a salary.  Rev.  Van  der  Smissen  was  very  energetic  and 
several  changes  came  about  during  his  ministry.  The  first  set  of 
by-laws  was  adopted  in  1882.  Our  oldest  minutes  go  back  to  July 
30,  1881  near  the  beginning  of  his  pastorate.  The  first  Ladies’ 
Sewing  Circle  was  started  under  him  primarily  to  make  clothing 
and  bedding  for  new  mission  fields  in  Arizona  and  Montana.  On 
August  27, 1882  he  had  the  first  service  of  “Blessing  of  the  Children” 
in  the  congregation’s  history.  The  first  Christian  Endeavor  Society 
and  the  first  choir  were  started  during  his  ministry. 


In  1885  Rev.  Van  der  Smissen  began  serving  the  Hereford 
Mennonite  Church  at  Bally  as  well  as  Upper  Milford.  His  successor 
Anthony  S.  Shelly  added  the  Boyertown  Congregation  to  the  charge 
in  1902. 


Rev.  Shelly  introduced  the  printing  of  a yearbook  in  these 
congregations.  The  oldest  yearbook  was  printed  in  May,  1895  and 
covers  the  years  back  to  1890  when  Rev.  Shelly’s  pastorate  began. 
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Evidently  he  also  tried  to  begin  English  services.  According  to 
the  yearbooks  he  had  one  English  service  a month  from  June  to 
December  in  1895  and  one  a month  in  1898.  Apparently  they 
didn’t  catch  on  since  no  other  mention  is  made  of  English  services 
and  the  change  to  English  came  later.  During  Rev.  Shelly’s  pastor- 
ate, Hereford  and  Upper  Milford  alternated  services  between  10:00 
in  the  morning  and  2:45  in  the  afternoon.  Also  the  yearbooks  and 
minutes  say  that  A.  R.  Schorman  helped  with  some  services  in  1904 
and  1905  and  that  Rev.  William  Grubb  of  First  Church,  Allentown 
helped  in  1903  and  1905. 

The  congregation  voted  to  remodel  their  building  in  1905.  They 
elected  Milton  B.  Schantz,  Henry  B.  Geissinger  and  William  M. 
Gehman  to  oversee  the  work.  It  was  decided  to  put  in  a flat  metal 
ceiling,  paint  the  walls  and  ceiling,  varnish  the  seats,  and  renovate 
everything  that  needed  it.  This  was  done  at  a cost  of  $747.54. 

According  to  the  minutes  of  the  congregation,  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict Conference  met  at  Upper  Milford  on  May  2,  1899.  General 
Conference  met  at  Hereford  in  October,  1899. 

When  Rev.  Shelly  resigned  from  Upper  Milford  in  1905,  the 
association  with  Hereford  Mennonite  Church  ended  and  the  door 
was  opened  for  an  association  with  First  Mennonite,  Allentown 
that  would  last  for  many  years. 

MINISTERS  AND  DEACONS 

The  ministry  of  Joseph  Schantz  carries  over  into  this  era.  He 
died  on  June  23,  1881  having  served  the  congregation  for  37  years. 
His  is  the  longest  pastorate  in  the  church’s  history. 

William  Gehman  (1827-1918)  was  ordained  to  assist  Joseph 
Schantz  in  October,  1849.  In  1857  he  and  twenty-three  other 
members  left  Upper  Milford  and  began  what  is  now  called  the 
Bible  Fellowship  Church  in  Zionsville. 

Uriah  S.  Schelly  was  ordained  in  1874.  He  served  the  congrega- 
tion several  years  but  was  forced  to  resign  because  of  poor  health. 

Carl  H.  A.  Van  der  Smissen  was  called  by  Upper  Milford  in 
1881.  He  was  the  first  minister  not  chosen  by  lot  from  the  member- 
ship. He  was  also  the  first  salaried  minister  in  the  congregation. 
During  his  pastorate  many  things  were  started  in  the  congregation. 
In  1885  he  began  serving  the  Hereford  Mennonite  Church  as  well. 
Once  when  he  was  scheduled  to  preach  at  Bally,  he  got  to  the  stable 
to  hitch  up  his  horse  only  to  find  that  the  two  front  wheels  were 
missing  from  his  buggy.  He  searched  for  them  but  couldn’t  find 
them  so  he  rode  the  horse  bareback  to  Bally.  This  was  an  unusual 
way  for  a minister  to  travel  and  it  caused  a little  talk  until  the 
reason  became  known.  The  next  day  the  wheels  were  found  but 
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wide  apart.  Somebody  tried  hard  to  keep  Rev.  Van  der  Smissen 
from  preaching  that  night.  In  1890  Rev.  Van  der  Smissen  received 
a call  to  Summerfield,  Illinois  which  he  accepted. 

Anthony  S.  Shelly  taught  at  the  General  Conference  school  at 
Wadsworth,  Ohio  from  1878  to  1880.  In  1886  he  was  licensed  as 
an  evangelist  by  the  Eastern  District.  He  was  ordained  as  elder 
for  Hereford  and  Upper  Milford  in  1890.  In  1902  he  began  serving 
Boyertown  also.  He  resigned  from  Upper  Milford  in  1905  but 
continued  serving  Hereford  and  Boyertown  another  9 years. 

John  S.  Stauffer  followed  Henry  O.  Stauffer  in  the  office  of 
deacon.  According  to  a history  written  by  Samuel  Stauffer  in 
1887,  deacons  were  at  first  ordained  for  life  but  sometime  prior 
to  1887  they  began  to  be  elected  for  5 year  terms.  Henry  N.  Schelly 
succeeded  John  Stauffer  and  was  deacon  until  1898.  Then  Milton 
B.  Schantz  held  the  office  for  the  rest  of  this  era. 

&g$octatton  OTitfj  gUlentoton 

(1906-1948) 

HISTORY  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

About  the  time  Rev.  Shelly  resigned  from  Upper  Milford, 
First  Mennonite  Church,  Allentown  was  also  without  a pastor. 
The  two  churches  decided  to  go  together  and  call  William  S. 
Gottshall  to  be  pastor  of  both.  This  began  an  association  that 
would  last  42  years  except  for  1910  and  1913. 

When  William  Gottshall  resigned  in  1909,  the  two  churches 
had  different  interim  pastors.  H.  G.  Allebach  served  Upper  Mil- 
ford and  A.  M.  Fretz  served  Allentown.  However,  they  still 
published  a joint  yearbook  in  1910.  On  July  3rd,  1910  Rev.  S.  P. 
Preheim  began  serving  the  two  churches  together. 

Sometime  during  1912  Rev.  Preheim  left  and  on  October  15 
the  two  churches  voted  to  separate  for  one  year.  On  November 
27  Upper  Milford  elected  a pastor  and  Elwood  Shelly  was  chosen 
over  D.  A.  Yoder  by  a vote  of  32  to  27.  The  yearbook  for  1913 
lists  H.  G.  Allebach  as  pastor  along  with  Elwood  Shelly.  The  1914 
yearbook  lists  Victor  B.  Boyer  as  pastor  of  both  churches.  In  his 
opening  statement  in  the  book  Rev.  Boyer  says,  “The  year  1914 
finds  the  two  congregations  reunited  under  one  pastorate.  The 
pastor  in  charge  has  just  completed  his  first  year  as  minister  of  the 
‘First  Church’  at  Allentown,  Pa.”  In  his  1915  report  Rev.  Boyer 
talks  about  closing  the  first  year  of  service  in  this  charge  (Upper 
Milford).  The  two  congregations  remained  together  until  Rev. 
Howard  Nyce  left  in  1948. 
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During  these  years  services  at  Upper  Milford  alternated  be* 
tween  10:00  A.M.  and  2:30  P.M 

In  1930  the  Upper  Milford  Church  Council  held  regular 
quarterly  meetings  for  the  first  time.  Two  of  these  meetings  were 
joint  meetings  with  Allentown’s  council.  These  joint  meetings  were 
held  through  1947  except  for  the  war  years. 

In  1938  the  two  churches  began  holding  2 joint  services 
annually:  Easter  evening  at  Upper  Milford  and  Ascension  Evening 
at  Allentown.  This  continued  until  1947  except  for  the  war  years. 

During  the  time  of  this  association,  the  pastor  of  the  two 
churches  lived  in  Allentown.  Norman  Schantz  describes  the  pastor's 
trips  to  Upper  Milford  as  follows: 

“There  were  very  few  automobiles  in  use  at  that  time.  In 
order  to  get  to  Zionsville  he  took  the  trolley  to  East  Macun- 
gie.  There  he  rented  a horse  and  buggy,  traveling  south 
on  the  King’s  Highway  to  deliver  the  King’s  message  to 
the  sinners  at  the  Upper  Milford  Church.” 

When  East  Swamp  Mennonite  Church  at  Quakertown  was 
without  a pastor  in  1906  they  asked  Rev.  Gottshall  to  help  out. 
They  became  a part  of  the  charge  until  1909. 

On  August  29,  1948  Howard  Nyce  termniated  his  pastorate 
with  the  two  churches.  The  churches  decided  to  separate  and  each 
look  for  its  own  pastor.  Thus  ended  the  42  year  old  association  of 
the  two  churches. 

UPPER  MILFORD  EVENTS 

There  were  many  significant  events  at  Upper  Milford  during 
these  years  of  association  with  Allentown.  One  was  the  transition 
from  German  services  to  English  services.  According  to  the  year- 
books, in  1909  the  church  began  to  have  one  English  service  a 
month.  Then  in  May,  1911  they  began  to  have  two  English  services 
a month.  The  decision  to  have  only  one  German  service  a month 
was  made  on  January  2,  1926.  Finally,  on  January  4,  1930  the 
decision  was  made  to  discontinue  German  services  altogether. 

At  the  January  2,  1911  annual  meeting  by-laws  were  adopted 
for  the  Cemetery  Endowment  Fund.  Allen  G.  Stauffer  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  fund 

The  first  Young  People’s  Society  was  organized  in  1912. 

On  March  20,  1913  the  “consistory”  decided  not  to  say  any- 
thing anymore  in  public  to  those  who  have  illegitimate  children. 
They  shall  be  members  the  same  as  before  and  nothing  shall  be 
announced  from  the  pulpit. 
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It  was  decided  at  the  1915  annual  meeting  to  have  individual 
communion  cups.  1915  was  also  the  first  year  that  two  Sundays  were 
designated  Vacation  Sundays  with  no  services  scheduled. 

In  1920  the  day  for  the  Annual  Congregational  Meeting  was 
charged  from  the  first  Monday  to  the  first  Saturday. 

1922  was  the  first  year  that  the  congregation  elected  delegates 
to  Eastern  District  Conference. 

On  January  5,  1924  a committee  was  appointed  to  translate 
and  revise  the  constitution.  The  revised  constitution  was  adopted 
on  January  2,  1926. 

On  January  10,  1925  the  congregation  decided  to  have  a 
separate  business  meeting  for  the  Sunday  School  in  December  in- 
stead of  having  it  along  with  the  congregational  meeting  in  January. 

A triple  anniversary  was  observed  September  12-19,  1926.  The 
200th  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  Mennonite  settlers  into  this  part 
of  the  state  was  recognized  by  erecting  a tablet;  the  4th  quin- 
quennial Sunday  School  reunion  was  held  and  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  building  was  observed. 

New  hymnals  were  purchased  for  the  church  by  Henry  Stauffer 
in  1928. 

On  January  5,  1929  the  decision  was  made  to  publish  a 
quarterly  Church  Bulletin  with  the  pastor  and  deacon  as  editors. 
On  January  4,  1930  the  decision  was  made  to  publish  a monthly 
bulletin  in  conjunction  with  Allentown.  There  is  no  indication  as 
to  how  long  these  ventures  lasted. 

The  Ladies’  Sewing  Circle  observed  its  50th  anniversary  on 
September  20,  1931.  Three  of  the  Circle’s  original  members  were 
present  at  the  celebration. 

The  only  hint  of  the  effect  of  the  depression  is  that  in  1933 
and  1934  the  pastor  offered  to  have  his  salary  reduced.  The  con- 
gregation accepted  both  offers.  The  salary  was  then  increased  again 
in  1936.  In  1934  the  organist’s  salary  was  also  reduced. 

The  first  Community  Lenten  Services  in  the  Zionsville  area 
were  held  in  1935.  Three  were  held  that  year,  one  in  each  of  the 
three  participating  churches  — Old  Zionsville  Reformed  Church, 
Zion’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and  Upper  Milford  Mennonite 
Church.  These  services  were  held  on  the  last  three  Tuesdays  of 
Lent. 

In  1936  the  Stauffer  Trust  Fund  was  established  wtih  $5,000.00 
from  the  Allen  G.  Stauffer  estate.  That  same  year  Henry  Stauffer 
donated  a power  lawn  mower  to  the  church. 
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Bus  service  from  Emmaus  was  begun  in  1938.  It  is  apparent 
from  later  actions  taken  that  this  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts 
of  Henry  Stauffer.  The  congregational  minutes  state  that  on  January 
4,  1948  the  church  took  over  the  operation  of  the  bus  that  Henry 
Stauffer  had  begun.  Henry  Stauffer  died  in  1947.  In  reminiscing 
Harold  Bloch  mentioned  that  the  Nester  family  was  always  lined 
up  waiting  at  13th  St.  and  Pennsylvania  Ave.  and  that  one  lady 
who  rode  along. to  the  Lutheran  Church  always  paid  the  driver. 
It  would  seem  that  prior  to  the  use  of  a bus  some  members  walked 
to  church  from  Emmaus.  Gertrude  Moyer  remembers  walking  from 
Emmaus  to  Zionsville  for  catechism  classes  in  1913. 

September  8-15,  1940  the  congregation  again  observed  its 
anniversaries.  This  was  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  congregation 
and  the  7th  Sunday  School  reunion.  On  September  8,  Joseph 
Schantz,  grandson  of  the  Joseph  Schantz  who  was  minister  in  the 
late  1800’s,  preached  the  sermon. 

In  1941  the  new  Mennonite  Hymnary  was  purchased  and 
dedicated. 

World  War  II  had  its  effect  on  the  congregation.  In  1944  an 
honor  roll  was  put  in  the  church  in  memory  of  those  who  served  in 
the  armed  forces.  That  plaque  contains  twenty-six  names.  The 
minutes  of  the  church  often  remark  how  well  the  church  was  doing 
in  spite  of  the  hardships  of  the  war  years.  The  minutes  of  1946  state 
that  the  joint  services  and  council  meetings  with  Allentown  which 
had  been  discontinued  during  the  war  were  now  being  started 
again.  On  October  18,  1947  a banquet  was  held  for  members  who 
had  been  in  the  armed  forces  during  the  war. 

During  this  era  the  Eastern  District  Annual  Conference  was 
held  at  Upper  Milford  in  1912,  1933  and  1945.  On  September  23, 
1939  the  Eastern  District  Sunday  School  Convention  was  held  at 
Upper  Milford.  In  1906  the  practice  of  not  having  church  services 
on  Conference  Sunday  was  started.  This  practice  continued  until 
1952. 

The  fifth  joint  Conference  of  Mennonites,  Schwenkfelders, 
Brethren  and  Friends  was  held  at  Upper  Milford  on  July  10,  1939. 

CHURCH  IMPROVEMENTS 

Several  improvements  to  the  church  building  and  grounds 
were  made  during  this  era.  In  1913  five  acres  of  land  were  bought 
for  the  cemetery  at  a cost  of  $450.00.  Three  and  one  half  acres 
were  then  sold  to  Menno  Geissinger  for  $275.00. 

Electric  lights  that  had  been  recently  installed  were  used  for 
the  first  time  on  April  15,  1922. 

The  old  cemetery  was  improved  in  1927  and  it  was  rededicated 
on  November  20. 


— 15  — 


New  stoves  were  put  in  the  church  in  1928. 

In  1930  the  benches  in  the  Sunday  School  room  were  replaced 
with  chairs.  It  was  also  decided  to  remove  the  horse  sheds  but 
not  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  owners.  The  doors  used  as 
entrances  or  exists  also  had  to  be  changed  to  swing  outward  by 
demand  of  the  state. 

O n January  3,  1931  a committee  was  appointed  to  buy  a pipe 
organ  and  oversee  Church  Improvement.  The  committee  consisted 
of  Norman  Schantz,  Clarence  Shelly,  Monroe  Geissinger,  Eugene 
Oberholtzer  and  Allen  Stauffer.  The  actual  work  was  not  done  until 
1932  when  an  organ  was  installed  and  improvements  made.  The 
major  improvement  consisted  of  replacing  the  two  side  aisles  and 
doors  with  a center  aisle  and  door.  Zion’s  Lutheran  Church  offered 
the  use  of  their  facilities  to  Upper  Milford  during  the  period  of 
remodeling.  The  offer  was  accepted. 


INSIDE  OF  CHURCH  — 1932 


A pipe  organ  was  installed  and  the  two  side  aisles  were  re- 
placed with  a center  aisle  in  1932. 
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OLD  CEMETERY 


NEW  CEMETERY 


The  old  cemetery  was  improved  in  1927.  Today  most  of  the 
burials  are  on  the  New  Cemetery  although  there  are  burial 
plots  still  remaining  on  the  old  cemetery. 


MINISTERS  AND  DEACONS 

William  S.  Gottshall  was  called  in  1905.  He  served  both  Upper 
Milford  and  First  Mennonite.  From  1906-1909  East  Swamp  was 
also  a part  of  his  charge.  Norman  Schantz  remembers  him  as  a 
good  public  speaker.  He  left  this  charge  on  November  1,  1909. 

H.  G.  Allebach  served  as  interim  pastor  after  Gottshall  left. 
He  served  until  July  3,  1910  when  S.  P.  Preheim  began  his  ministry. 
The  yearbook  also  lists  Rev.  Allebach  as  pastor  along  with  Elwood 
Shelly  in  1913. 

S.  P.  Preheim  began  his  ministry  on  July  3,  1910.  He  organized 
the  first  Young  People’s  Society.  His  ministry  ended  around  October, 
1912. 

Elwood  Shelly  was  elected  on  November  27,  1912  to  serve 
Upper  Milford.  Rev.  Shelly  was  blind.  Evidently  he  terminated  his 
ministry  in  1913. 

Victor  B.  Boyer  was  called  as  pastor  of  First  Mennonite  in  1913. 
According  to  Norman  Schantz  Rev.  Boyer  belonged  to  St.  John’s 
Lutheran  Church  in  Allentown  and  became  interested  in  Mennon- 
ites  because  of  their  stand  on  peace.  In  1914  Upper  Milford  was 
added  to  his  charge.  He  served  the  two  congregations  until  May  1, 
1929. 

S.  T.  Moyer  served  at  least  Upper  Milford  as  interim  pastor 
from  June  23  to  August  18  in  1929.  At  the  time  he  was  on  furlough 
from  the  mission  field  in  India. 
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Howard  Nyce  began  his  ministry  on  September  8,  1929.  He 
served  both  churches.  He  was  the  pastor  who  offered  to  have  his 
salary  reduced  during  the  depression.  He  served  on  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  of  the  General  Conference  during  part  of  his  minis- 
try. On  October  8,  1939  there  was  a celebration  of  his  first  10  years 
with  Upper  Milford.  He  served  as  pastor  until  August  29,  1948.  After 
he  left  the  two  churches  voted  to  separate  and  find  their  own 
pastors. 

Milton  B.  Schantz  served  as  deacon  until  1914.  He  served  two 
5 year  terms  and  1 year  of  a third  term  before  resigning.  He  was 
followed  by  William  M.  Gehman  and  Harry  T.  Mohr  who  each 
served  one  term.  Monroe  Geissinger  was  then  elected  deacon  and 
served  into  the  next  era  being  re-elected  five  times.  In  1947  Wilbur 
J.  Bechtel  was  elected  Junior  Deacon.  He  was  replaced  by  Norman 
Geissinger  in  1948. 


3nto  tfje  ^regent 

(1949-1976) 


EVENTS 

The  opening  event  of  this  era  in  Upper  Milford’s  history  was 
the  calling  of  a pastor.  A call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Walter  Mc- 
Dowell who  began  his  ministry  on  December  19,  1948.  This  was 
the  first  time  since  1913  that  Upper  Milford  did  not  share  a pastor 
with  First  Mennonite  Church  in  Allentown.  It  was  also  the  first 
time  since  1885  that  she  was  not  linked  in  some  way  with  at  least 
one  other  congregation. 

At  the  January  2,  1949  congregational  meeting  it  was  agreed 
to  have  Sunday  School  at  9:00  A.M.  and  Morning  Worship  at  10:15 
A.M.  These  hours  went  into  effect  on  February  6,  1949  and  are 
still  in  effect  today. 

On  July  10,  1949  the  congregation  voted  for  incorporation,  but 
this  was  never  carried  out. 

The  bus  service  to  Emmaus  which  was  begun  in  1938  was 
evaluated  in  1950.  It  was  decided  to  discontinue  this  service  after 
the  last  Sunday  of  February.  That  same  year,  the  church  got  a new 
parking  area. 

During  this  era  the  envelope  system  for  giving  came  into 
being  at  Upper  Milford.  On  January  8,  1950  the  congregation  voted 
to  have  a budget,  but  not  to  use  the  envelopes.  The  next  year 
special  envelopes  were  used  for  the  Conference  Budget  and  in  1961 
the  envelope  system  was  adopted  for  the  whole  budget. 


- 18  - 


In  1952  the  practice  of  not  having  services  on  Conference 
Sunday  was  dropped.  In  1968  the  two  vacation  Sundays  were  also 
dropped  so  that  now  there  are  services  every  Sunday. 

No  record  and  directory  of  the  congregation  was  printed  in 
1953. 

A Men’s  Brotherhood  was  started  on  November  14,  1953.  It 
lasted  until  1959. 

On  November  24,  1954  Upper  Milford  and  other  area  churches 
took  a religious  census  of  the  community.  A similar  census  was  also 
taken  in  1973  as  part  of  Key  ’73  activities. 

On  February  17,  1956  the  four  churches  in  the  area  — E.U.B., 
Reformed,  Lutheran  and  Mennonite  — began  holding  World  Day 
of  Prayer  services  together 

Our  cabin  at  Camp  Men-O-Lan  — Hollioh  Haven  — was  dedi- 
cated on  July  29,  1956. 

June  17-28,  1957  were  the  dates  of  the  first  Vacation  Bible 
School  held  at  Upper  Milford.  As  far  as  can  be  determined  this 
venture  lasted  until  1961.  There  was  also  a Bible  School  in  1965. 
Since  1970  Upper  Milford  has  cooperated  with  other  area  churches 
in  holding  a community  Bible  School. 

Communion  was  held  on  Good  Friday  for  the  first  time  in  1958. 

Joint  Thanksgiving  Services  with  Salem  E.U.B.  (now  United 
Methodist)  began  November  22,  1962  at  Upper  Milford.  In  1973 
this  was  expanded  to  include  the  Lutheran  and  UCC  churches. 

In  1964  Mr.  & Mrs.  Frederick  Wentz  donated  Bibles  to  the 
congregation.  The  Bibles  were  dedicated  on  March  19.  The  Berean 
class  donated  an  R.S.V.  pulpit  Bible  that  same  year  on  March  22. 

At  the  January  22,  1967  annual  meeting  the  congregation 
decided  to  have  communion  served  in  the  pews.  A new  constitution 
was  also  adopted  at  that  meeting.  This  constitution  called  for  a 
Pre-annual  meeting.  The  first  such  meeting  was  held  on  October 
29,  1967.  A regular  pre-annual  meeting  was  dropped  with  the 
adoption  of  the  1974  revisions  to  the  constitution. 

In  January  of  1967  Norman  Schantz  ended  his  term  as  secretary 
of  the  church.  He  had  started  as  secretary  in  1916  making  his  term 
as  secretary  51  years. 

In  1971  a community  pre-school  was  started  at  the  church  and 
it  is  still  going  strong. 

During  this  era  several  anniversary  celebrations  were  held. 
In  1950  the  210th  anniversary,  1955  the  215th,  1960  the  220th  and 
100th  anniversary  of  the  Sunday  School,  1965  the  225th  and  in  1970 
the  230th  anniversary.  Since  1976  is  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
building  and  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  nation,  it  was  decided 
to  skip  1975  and  do  extra  celebrating  in  1976. 
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Several  of  our  people  have  participated  in  some  form  of  volun- 
tary service  during  this  era.  Russel  Geissinger  was  in  1-W  service 
at  Mount  Alto  TR  Hospital,  South  Mountain,  Pennsylvania  from 
1953-1955.  Cordell  Geissinger  was  in  Indonesia  under  Mennonite 
Central  Committee’s  Pax  Program  from  1962  to  1965.  In  1964 
Norman  Geissinger  served  in  Alaska  under  Mennonite  Disaster 
Service  for  four  months  following  an  earthquake.  Arland  Schantz 
was  in  Brazil  under  the  Pax  Program  from  1967  to  1970.  Ruth 
Schantz  served  two  terms  under  the  General  Conference  Voluntary 
Service  Program.  In  1964  she  was  at  the  Crossroads  Community 
Center  during  the  month  of  August.  She  also  served  a one  year 
term  at  Oraibi,  Arizona  from  1975-1976.  During  July,  1976  Joanne 
Shelly  served  at  Lame  Deer,  Montana  under  the  General  Confer- 
ence Summer  VS  program. 

Two  of  our  members  received  the  Boy  Scout  God  and  Country 
Award.  James  Frankenfield  received  it  on  November  18,  1962  and 
Brian  Buss  on  March  12,  1972. 

In  1955  Upper  Milford  hosted  the  Eastern  District  Conference. 
In  1962  the  36th  Triennual  Conference  of  the  General  Conference 
Mennonite  Church  was  held  at  Bethlehem.  Several  of  our  members 
helped  with  hosting  that  conference. 

CPIURCH  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  present  building  and  grounds  have  been  improved  several 
times  during  this  era.  The  first  such  improvement  was  the  new 
parking  area  in  1950, 

In  1955  a new  heating  system  was  put  in.  Howard  Schantz, 
Eugene  Oberholtzer,  Clarence  Shelly,  Robert  Trone  and  Lawrence 
Wertman  served  on  th  committee  for  that  project. 

In  1962  an  electric  bulletin  board  was  donated  to  the  church. 

A kitchen  sink,  cabinets  and  water  heater  were  installed  in  1964. 

The  pipe  organ  was  replaced  with  an  electronic  one  in  1965. 
The  new  organ  was  dedicated  November  28,  1965. 

Two  signs  on  route  29  and  one  in  Old  Zionsville  were  put  up 
in  1967  to  give  directions  for  reaching  the  church.  These  were  re- 
paired in  1976. 

Hie  Sunday  School  was  renovated  in  1968  after  considerable 
opposition.  The  renovations  included  the  installation  of  partitions. 

In  1969  the  remaining  horse  sheds  were  torn  down  and  a new 
storage  shed  built 

In  1973  the  sanctuary  and  foyers  were  remodeled.  The  Church 
Improvement  Committee  for  this  project  consisted  of  Melvin  Nester, 
Harold  Bloch,  Lawrence  Wertman,  Russel  Geissinger,  David  Burk- 
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hardt  and  Dennis  Trone.  Anna  Rosenberger  later  replaced  David 
Burkhardt  on  the  committee.  This  project  included  tearing  out  the 
metal  ceiling  put  in  in  1905  and  the  original  plaster  ceiling  to  expose 
the  wooden  rafters,  new  furniture  in  the  sanctuary,  carpeting  in 
the  aisles  and  foyers,  hard  wood  flooring  under  the  pews  and  choir 
loft,  tearing  out  one  stairway  to  the  second  floor,  putting  up  a fire 
escape  for  the  second  floor  and  various  other  items  to  meet  the 
state’s  safety  requirements.  Total  cost  of  this  project  was  $54,376.65. 
New  Hymnals  were  also  purchased  at  this  time.  They  were  paid  for 
by  contributions  from  individual  members. 


INSIDE  OF  CHURCH  — 1973 


In  1973  major  renovations  were  made  to  the  sanctuary  and 
foyers. 

After  the  separation  from  First  Mennonite  Church,  Upper  Mil- 
ford had  to  finct  a parsonage.  In  1949  they  purchased  a house  in 
East  Greenville  for  $6,800.00.  This  house  served  as  a parsonage 
until  it  was  felt  that  the  parsonage  should  be  closer  to  the  church. 
In  1957  a parsonage  committee  was  appointed.  It  consisted  of 
Norman  Schantz,  Vernon  Burkhardt,  Miles  Wetzel,  Esther  Miller, 
Kathryn  Seem  and  Norman  Geissinger.  Maggie  Trone  later  replaced 
Esther  Miller  on  the  committee.  On  September  7,  1958  ground  was 
broken  for  the  new  parsonage.  Rev.  Yost  and  his  family  moved  into 
it  on  February  14.  1959  and  dedication  services  were  held  on  May 
17.  The  total  cost  of  the  parsonage  was  $29,416.12. 
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THE  PARSONAGE 

Ground  was  broken  for  a new  parsonage  on  September  7,  1958. 
Dedication  services  were  held  on  May  17,  1959. 


MINISTERS  AND  DEACONS 

Walter  McDowell  was  the  first  minister  to  serve  Upper  Milford 
after  the  two  churches  separated.  He  startd  his  ministry  on 
December  19,  1948.  He  served  as  pastor  until  June  15,  1952. 

Burton  Yost  served  as  supply  pastor  from  June  22,  1952  until 
August  31,  1952.  He  then  returned  to  seminary  to  finish  his  studies. 
He  was  then  called  to  be  pastor  upon  the  completion  of  his  studies 
at  Mennonite  Biblical  Seminary.  He  began  his  ministry  on  June 
21,  1953.  He  was  ordained  on  October  11.  He  served  as  pastor  until 
August  6,  1961  when  he  left  in  order  to  teach  at  Bluffton  College. 

Charles  J.  Bornman  served  as  supply  pastor  from  September 
7,  1952  to  June  14,  1953.  He  also  filled  the  pulpit  on  other  occassions 
when  the  church  was  without  a pastor. 

Wilmer  Shelly  served  as  supply  pastor  for  awhile  following 
Rev.  Yost’s  accident  in  1957. 

Jay  M.  Shelly  began  as  minister  of  the  congregation  on  Septem- 
ber 10,  1961.  He  graduated  from  Mennonite  Biblical  Seminary  in 
1961.  He  and  his  family  spent  the  summer  of  1961  in  Voluntary 
Service  with  migrant  laborers  in  New  York  State  prior  to  coming 
to  Upper  Milford.  He  was  ordained  on  October  17  and  served  as 
minister  until  December  10,  1967. 

After  Rev.  Shelly  left,  there  was  no  minister  for  six  months. 
The  pulpit  was  filled  by  various  speakers  during  that  time. 
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Elwin  J.  Sheerer  began  his  ministry  on  June  9,  1968.  Before 
coming  to  Upper  Milford  he  was  pastor  of  an  E.U.B.  Church  at 
Grand  Valley,  Pennsylvania.  He  served  Upper  Milford  until  June 
8, 1969. 

After  Rev.  Sheerer  left,  the  pulpit  was  again  filled  by  various 
speakers  for  fifteen  months. 

David  W.  Bartow  is  the  present  pastor.  He  served  under  the 
Pax  Program  in  Hong  Kong  from  1961-1964.  He  graduated  from 
Mennonite  Biblical  Seminary  in  1967  then  served  as  administrator 
of  Crossroads  Community  Center  in  Philadelphia  for  three  years. 
He  began  his  ministry  at  Upper  Milford  on  August  30,  1970  and 
was  ordained  on  April  18,  1971. 

This  era  opens  with  Monroe  Geissinger  serving  as  deacon  and 
Norman  Geissinger  as  junior  deacon.  In  1953  Monroe  Geissinger 
was  made  Deacon  Emeritus  leaving  Norman  Geissinger  as  the  only 
active  deacon.  Norman  served  until  1966  when  he  accepted  a call 
to  be  pastor  of  Emmanuel  Mennonite  Church  at  Reinholds,  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1962  Norman  Nester  was  listed  as  second  deacon  with  his 
term  expiring  in  1964.  Will  Moyer  was  then  elected  as  second 
deacon  with  his  term  expiring  in  1967.  In  1966  both  he  and  Norman 
Geissinger  resigned.  No  deacon  is  listed  for  1967.  In  1968  Norman 
Schantz  was  elected  deacon  for  a three  year  term  and  Sue  Schantz 
was  elected  deaconess  for  a two  year  term.  Norman  was  re-elected 
in  1971  and  served  until  1974  at  which  time  Vernon  Burkhardt 
was  elected  as  his  successor.  In  1970  Sue  was  re-elected  and  served 
until  1973  when  Stella  Rheinhart  was  elected  to  succeed  her.  Stella 
was  re-elected  to  a second  term  in  1976. 
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glppenbtx 

Music  has  always  been  an  important  part  of  the  church’s 
worship  and  Upper  Milford  is  no  exception.  During  the  Franconia 
years  singing  was  unaccompanied.  No  doubt  this  practice  con- 
tinued at  Upper  Milford  until  1876  when  the  present  building  was 
built  and  an  organ  put  in.  Organists  for  Upper  Milford  have  been 
appointed  from  among  her  members  almost  without  exception. 
Sometimes  there  has  been  one  organist,  sometimes  two  organists, 
sometimes  one  organist  and  an  assistant,  sometimes  an  organist  and 
two  assistants  and  one  year  there  were  two  organists  and  two 
assistants.  Below  is  a list  of  organists  and  the  years  that  they  served. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  distinguish  between  organists 
and  assistants. 


Daniel  M.  Schantz 
Abraham  Geissinger 
Geneva  Hiestand 
Mabel  Dellicker 
Mrs.  Harry  Weida 
Paul  Hiestand 
Annie  Geissinger 
Esther  Moyer 
Edna  Schantz  Bloch 
Carrie  Oberholtzer 
Allen  Stauffer 
Florence  Stauffer 
Lena  Stauffer 
Florence  Krause 
Arlene  Geissinger  Bauman 
Daniel  Schantz 
Warren  Geissinger 
Richard  Schantz 
Esther  Geissinger  Miller 
Betty  Bloch  Bauman 
Marian  Wetzel  Moyer 
Russel  Geissinger 
Lloyd  Geissinger 
Marion  Whipple 


1876-1911 

1912-1915 

1916 

1917-1919 

1920 

1921-1925,  1928-1929 

1921 

1922 

1923-1927 

1926-1927 

1928-1929 

1930-1934 

1933-1934 

1935-1936 

1935- 1946 

1936- 1942 
1938-1942 
1945-1951 
1945-1946 

1947- 1952 

1948- 1951 
1951-1953,  1958- 
1954-1957 
1969-1970 
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UPPER  MILFORD  MENNONITE  CHURCH  — 1976 

Front  and  side  views  of  the  church  as  one  travels  on  King’s 
Highway  in  Zionsville,  Pennsylvania. 
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* Michael  Holzthausen 

served  “for  1 

*]ohn  (Hans)  Gehman 

ca.  1773-1806 

*John  Gehman 

1813-1848 

°John  Schantz 

1828-1855 

Joseph  Schantz 

1844-1881 

William  G.  Gehman 

1849-1857 

* Uriah  S.  Schelly 

1874-  ? 

Carl  H.  A.  Van  der  Smissen  1881-1890 

Anthony  S.  Shelly 

1890-1905 

William  S.  Gottshall 

1905-1909 

Samuel  P.  Preheim 

1910-1912 

Elwood  S.  Shelly 

1912-1913 

Victor  B.  Boyer 

1914-1929 

Howard  G.  Nyce 

1929-1948 

Walter  McDowell 

1948-1952 

Burton  G.  Yost 

1953-1961 

Jay  M.  Shelly 

1961-1967 

Elwin  J.  Sheerer 

1968-1969 

David  W.  Bartow 

1970-present 

*No  photographs  are  available  of  these  pastors 
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Joseph  Schantz  William  G.  Gehman  * 


Rev.  Anthony  Shelly  Rev.  William  Gottshall 


Rev.  Elwood  Shelly  Rev.  Victor  B.  Boyer 


Carl  Van  der  Smissen 


Samuel  P.  Preheim 


Howard  G.  Nyce 
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Walter  McDowell 


Burton  G.  Yost 


Jay  M.  Shelly 
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During  236  years  of  service  to  God  and  community,  four  sons 
of  the  congregation  have  gone  forth  to  serve  as  ministers  of  the 
gospel.  A daughter  of  the  congregation  became  the  wife  of  a 
minister  and  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  church.  It  was  here  that 
their  spiritual  foundation  was  laid  and  we  are  proud  to  recognize 
these  people  who  have  gone  into  Christian  service. 

REV.  WILMER  S.  SHELLY  - was  born  December  24,  1893  at 
Emmaus,  son  of  the  late  Albanus  and  Theresa  Schantz  Shelly.  Wil- 
mer  graduated  from  Perkiomen  School  in  1915,  Bluffton  College 
in  1920  and  Witmarsum  Theological  Seminary,  Bluffton,  Ohio  in 
1927.  He  did  post  graduate  work  at  Garrett  Biblical  Seminary, 
Evanston,  Illinois  and  Oberlin  School  of  Divinity  in  Oberlin,  Ohio. 
In  June,  1927  he  was  ordained  in  First  Mennonite  Church,  Wads- 
worth, Ohio.  Pastorates  included  First  Mennonite  Church,  Wads- 
worth from  1927  to  1941;  Topeka  Mennonite  Church,  Topeka, 
Indiana  from  1941  to  1947;  and  Hereford  Mennonite  Church,  Bally, 
Pennsylvania  from  1947  to  1954.  1954  to  1959  he  served  as  adminis- 
trator of  the  Mennonite  Home  for  the  Aged  in  Frederick,  Pennsyl- 
vania. During  the  years  1959T965  he  served  as  interim  pastor  of 
churches  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Michigan.  Rev.  Shelly  then 
became  Assistant  Pastor  of  First  Mennonite  Church,  Bluffton,  Ohio 
until  his  retirement  in  1973. 

He  and  his  wife,  the  former  Emma  Good  of  Washington, 
Illinois,  now  make  their  home  in  Bluffton. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wilmer  Shelly 

Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  August  20,  1972 
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REV.  NORMAN  A.  GEISSINGER  - son  of  the  late  Abraham 
and  Katie  Geissinger  of  Hosensack,  was  examined  for  a lay  minister’s 
license  by  the  Eastern  District  Conference  Ministerial  Committee 
in  1964.  This  was  done  just  prior  to  four  months  service  with 
Mennonite  Disaster  Service  in  Alaska.  During  those  four  months 
Norman  began  preaching  in  the  work  camp.  The  following  year  he 
began  serving  in  Eastern  District  churches  on  a supply  basis.  In 
January  1966  he  began  serving  the  Emmanuel  Mennonite  Church 
in  Reinholds,  Pennsylvania  as  a regular  supply  pastor.  Later  in  the 
year  the  congregation  called  Rev.  Geissinger  to  be  their  pastor  and 
he  and  his  wife  Mianna  have  been  there  ever  since. 


Rev.  Norman  A.  Geissinger 

REV.  DONALD  K.  NESTER  - son  of  the  late  Elmer  and 
Mabel  Nester  of  Emmaus,  graduated  from  Emmaus  High  School 
in  1955  and  from  Bluffton  College,  Bluffton,  Ohio  in  1960.  From 
there  he  went  to  Mennonite  Biblical  Seminary,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
from  1960-1962  and  1963-1964.  Donald  served  as  interim  pastor 
at  First  Mennonite  Church,  Sugarcreek,  Ohio  1962-1963.  In  1964  he 
became  Pastor  of  Hope  Mennonite  Church,  Columbiana,  Ohio  until 
1965  when  he  moved  to  Flanagan,  Illinois  to  become  Pastor  of  the 
Flanagan  Mennonite  Church.  Rev.  Nester  served  the  Flanagan 
Church  until  1972  when  he  became  Associate  Chaplain  at  the 
Mennonite  Hospital  in  Bloomington,  Illinois.  He  and  his  wife 
Marjorie  and  their  four  children  still  live  in  Bloomington. 


Rev.  Donald  K.  Nester 
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REV.  WILLIAM  H.  STAUFFER  - son  of  the  late  William 
and  Vena  Stauffer,  was  born  in  Hosensack  and  moved  to  Palm  at 
age  9.  He  attended  East  Greenville  High  School,  Bluffton  College 
in  Rluffton,  Ohio  and  received  his  bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  from 
Oberlin  School  of  Divinity,  Oberlin,  Ohio.  Rev.  Stauffer  was  Pastor 
of  First  Mennonite  Church,  Sugarereek,  Ohio  from  1935-1956.  From 
1956  to  1970  he  worked  for  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
General  Conference  Mennonite  Church.  During  the  same  period  of 
time  he  was  also  a free  lance  lecturer  in  Soil  Stewardship  through- 
out the  midwest.  William  was  also  interim  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Neweomerstown,  Ohio  and  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
Bolivar,  Ohio  and  was  a vacation  supply  pastor  in  many  other  local 
churches.  Since  1970  Rev.  Stauffer  has  been  Pastor  of  St.  Peter’s 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Fiat,  Ohio  and  Zion  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Rogers  ville,  Ohio.  He  continues  his  membership  at  the  First 
Mennonite  Church,  Sugarereek,  Ohio  and  lives  on  Echo  Valley 
Farms,  Route  1,  Stone  Creek,  Ohio. 


Rev.  William  H.  Stauffer 
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MRS.  GRISELDA  GEHMAN  SHELLY  - daughter  of  the  late 
Lizzie  Kratz  Hiestand  and  Gilbert  Thomas  Gehman  who  was  a 
pastor  in  the  Methodist  Church  in  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  near  Newark,  Delaware,  January  31,  1925.  Griselda  graduated 
from  East  Greenville  High  School  in  1942  and  from  Bluffton  Col- 
lege, Bluffton,  Ohio  in  1945  with  a degree  in  Bible  and  sociology. 
Her  husband  Maynard  graduated  from  Mennonite  Biblical  Seminary 
in  1949  and  served  as  editor  of  The  Mennonite  for  nearly  11  years. 
She  served  with  her  husband  in  pastorates  at  Hopedale,  Illinois  and 
Allentown,  Pa.;  editor  of  the  Junior  Messenger,  the  General  Con- 
ference storypaper  for  children,  1956-59;  proofreader  for  9 years 
with  Faith  and  Life  Press  of  the  General  Conference;  one  year  as 
secretary  in  the  Registrar’s  Office  of  Bethel  College;  and  2-1/2 
years  with  the  MCC  program  in  Bangladesh.  Beginning  in  August 
1976  Griselda  Shelly  was  appointed  director  of  the  Mennonite 
Central  Committee  center  at  North  Newton,  Kansas. 

She  and  her  husband  reside  in  Newton,  Kansas  and  have  a son, 
Javan,  currently  serving  as  an  MCC  volunteer  in  Swaziland  in 
southern  Africa. 


Mrs.  Griselda  Gehman  Shelly 
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The  following  resources  were  used  in  compiling  this  history: 

A sketch  of  the  first  Mennonite  Church  in  Upper  Milford  Township 
carefully  collected,  compiled,  and  arranged  in  present  form  by 
Samuel  Stauffer  in  1887,  translated  by  H.  W.  Kriebel  in  1932. 

Congregational  minutes  and  yearbooks. 

An  interview  with  Norman  Schantz  who  has  served  the  church  as 
secretary,  choir  director,  deacon,  janitor,  historian  and  is  still 
active  as  a Sunday  School  teacher. 

Articles  by  John  Ruth  and  Robert  Ulle  in  the  January-February, 
1976  and  November-December,  1976  issues  of  THE  MESSEN- 
GER of  the  Eastern  District  Conference. 

Information  supplied  by  sons  and  daughters  of  the  congregation. 

Berky,  Andrew  S.,  The  Schoolhouse  Near  the  Old  Spring. 

Lehigh  County  Historical  Society,  A History  of  Lehigh  County , 
Pennsylvania. 

Pannabecker,  S.  F.,  Open  Doors  A history  of  the  General  Conference 
Mennonite  Church. 

Schantz,  Norman,  A History  of  Upper  Milford  Mennonite  Sunday 
School. 

Wenger,  J.  C.,  History  of  the  Franconia  Mennonites 
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